Writing to Analyze: Rhetorical + Visual Analysis Assignment

The goal of a rhetorical and visual analysis is not only to analyze what a writer is arguing about concerning an issue, but to analyze how the writer and creator of the visual is presenting the argument. You’ll do this by analyzing the use of rhetorical strategies.  
Denotative Analysis – description of the rhetorical choices the photographer, painter, graphic designer used to convey meaning.  This includes colors, shadows, use of space, use of camera angle, use of text, fonts, etc. 


Connotative Analysis – Analyzing the elements above to determine meaning using the

 rhetorical appeals: ethos, logos, pathos. 
You will provide an objective analysis of the strengths and weaknesses in the painter, photographer, graphic designers, use of ethos, logos, and pathos within his or her visual argument(s). 
You will then determine the meaning of the image as it is disseminated within visual culture. 
Purpose:  This assignment prompts you to identify the strategies that a particular visual argument employs.  One of the reasons this is useful is that it requires you to understand not just what writers are saying, but also the purposes and motivations behind their arguments.  

Audience: Your audience will consist of your scholarly peers whom you may assume have only a casual familiarity with the issue and the text that you are analyzing.

  

Remember: Audience is an extremely important consideration for the producer; therefore, you also want to determine who you think is the intended audience, and explain how and why you came to that conclusion. And, again, you are not developing an argument that advocates in favor of or against the writer’s position/issue.

Your rhetorical analysis of the visual will also include a discussion of ethos, logos, and pathos.
Ethos deals primarily with credibility. You will want to examine the creators’ reputations or authority, particularly if they represent an agency or corporation.  These factors as well as the visual itself will either improve or detract from the visual’s credibility and effectiveness.  

Logos is concerned with the logic of the argument.  In considering a visual’s use of logos, you will want to focus on issues such as how the visual is constructed.  For this you will need to address the organization and composition of the visual.  You might also discuss the medium, scale and perspective as well.  

Pathos deals with emotion. You should identify any attempts to evoke a particular emotion.  The content of the visual, the use of color, as well as scale and perspective can be useful in addressing the visual’s appeal to emotions.  Finally, you will want to evaluate whether these strategies are effective in conveying the argument that the visual is advocating.

Constraints:  This is an analytical, academic assignment, and, as a result, your writing should reflect that.  This means that your paper should be written in an elevated and sophisticated style that makes use of correct grammar and usage.  You should make sure to make a clear and precise argument as you analyze the rhetorical strategies employed in the text that you are examining.

 

 Specific guidelines for this assignment are:

· Clear introduction and conclusion.

· Address all three rhetorical appeals: ethos, pathos, and logos.

· Address the issue of audience.
· Address the issue of dissemination of the image in visual culture.

· Have the image included in the paper.
· Adherence to MLA format (including in-text citations and Works Cited page).

· Correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

· 1000 words minimum in length not including Works Cited.
